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and read praver-

ASSENT TO BILLS,

Message from  the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived amd read notifving nssent to the fol-
lowing Bill-:—-

1. Forrest Avenue Closure.

2, Industrie~ Assistance Act Continnance.

3, Sandalwood Ae¢t Awendment.

ROYAL PREROGATIVE OF PARDON
SELECT COMMITTEE.

Llepuit Presented.

Hon. H. Seddon brought up the report
of the select committiee,

Report received and read.

On motion by Hon. M. Seddon, ordered:
That the report. accompanying documents
and evidence be printed.

BILL—BUILDERS' REGISTRATION.
Received from the Assembly and. on

motion by Hon. L. B. Bolten, read a first
time.

PAPERS—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
(fficers’ Dismissal Recommendation,

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central)
{4.43]): I move—

That all files and papers concerning the two
officers of the Agriceltural Barnk, whose dis-
missal was recommended by the Roya] Com-
mission on the Agrieultural Bank, be laid on
the table of the Hlovse.

[59]
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Not anticiputing any objection to the re-
que=t, I eontent myzelf with formally mov-
ing the motiou.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-

ke adjourned.

BILL—MINE WORKERS' RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Seeund Tteading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY {Hou. J. AL

Drew-- Central) - 7345]  in woving  the
secomd  reading said: The purpose of the
Bill i~ to wmake certain neces~ary amend-

ments to eteht sections of the Mine Workers'
Reliet Act. The proposed awmendment to
Nection 13 of the et is due to the fact that
Regulation Gby of the Mines Regnlation Aet,
1906, provides that before any person ¢an
he employved in a mine, he must obtain a
certilicate trom the Walroorlie lahoratory
setting forth that he is free from tubereu-
losis, silicosl~, and other mining diseases
specified in that vegulation. In the event of
a miner living so far distant from Kalgoor-
lie that eompliance with thi= regunlation
would impose upon hiw unreasonable delay
and expense, provision is made to enable
him to obtain a provisional certifiente from
the nearest medieal practitioner, which will
permit of his employment on a mine, pend-
ing his examination by the laboratory. A
further provision is made that if a person
emploved on a provisional certificate is sub-
sequentiy examined by the laboratory doe-
tor and is found to be suffering from any of
the diseases specified in Regulation 6b, and
in the doetor’s opinion was suffering from
the disease when he obtained the provisional
certificate, he shall he =zerved with a notice
under Regulation Be of the Mines Regulation
Aet, 1906, requiving him to cease work at
the mine.

It was considered by the department that
a person was not entitled to compensation
or to the benefits of the Mine Workers’ Re-
lief Aet unless he were emploved at a mine
on a valid eertificate of the Kalgoorlie
Iaboratory, and also was examined and noti-
fied or prohibited under, and in accordance
with, the provisions of that Act. The
Crown Law Department, however, have
given a ruling to the effect that a person
employed on a provisional certifieate, and
subsequently required to cease work under
Regulation Ge of the Mines Regulation Aet,
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1906, on the ground that he was suffering
from tuberenlosis when he obtained the pro-
vigional certificate, is a mine worker within
the meaning of the Mine Workers' Relief
Aect, because he was employed in a wine
after the commencement of the Aect, and
is, therefore, entitled to be prohibited under
Section 13 and is entitled to the henefits of
the Act. That is the posttion now. The
proposed amendment s therefore necessary
to exclude such persons from the right to
the bhenefits of the Act. Provision is made
whereby confributions paid by persons
affected by this amendment shall he repaid
to them in full. Mine workers who were
lawfully employed on a mine on a valid cer-
tificate of the Ilaboratory within the 12
months immediately preceding the date of
the provisional certificate, will have their
rights protected under this amendment.
The proposed amendment to Section 48
is required to enable the Mine Workers' Re-
lief Board, in cases of extreme hardship,
to grant an allowance not excceding £1 per
week in respeet of the wife of a wmine
worker whose compen=ation under the
Workers’” Compensation et is less than
£3 10s. a week. As Nection 48 stands at
present, the hoard can grant allowances only
in case of extreme hardship, if the worker's
halt wages, together with an allowance of
7s. Gd. per week for each child under 16

vears of age, would exeeed the maxi-
mom of £3 10s. per week allowed under the
Workers’ Compensation Aet. The same

reasons apply to the proposed amendments
to Sections 49 and 33.

Seetion 50 of the et provides that any
mine worker who has been notified that he
is suffering from silicosis in the early
stage, and has ceazed underrronnd work
a5 a consequence, may regisier his name
with the department in the preseribed
manner, and that if at any futnre time
he develops silicosis advanced or tuber-
culosiz he chall he entit’ed to the henefits of
the Act. As the Act stands at present,
however, there is no provision made for
eancelling the registration if a man refwmns
to underground work after he has regis-
tered his name. Hence the necessity for
this amendment. The proposed amendments
of Section G7 are necessary to enable men
who may have heen emploved in the mines
for many years, hut who may desire to go
prospecting, to apply to the hoard for per-
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inission to contribute to the Fund as pros-
pectors.  Section 57 at present empowers
the hoard to grant such permission only to
persons who are personally engaged in pros-
peeting, or who have been prospeecting for
a period of, or periods aggregating, five
vears. A small consequential amendment is
necessary fo Subsection (e), the “seeond
provisa” now becoming the “thind proviso.”
I move—
That the Bill be now rerd a second time.

On motion by Hon. €. G. Elliot, debate
adjourned.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Keading.
Debate resumed from the 21st November,

HGN. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.33]:
P owizh to endorse many  of  the re-
marks which have been made hy meun-
bers of this Chamber during the last
few years on the subject of finan-
cial  emergeney  legidation.  This  legisla-
tion, wlhen first brought info existence in
accordance with the arrangement between
the States and the Commonwealth, was re-
warded as neeessary to the stability of Aus-
tralia, It was considered essential that
every member of the community should
join in the eommon sacrifice. Aeccordingly,
the Parliaments of the various States, in
conjunction with the Federal Legislature,
adopted measures of this kind, The resnlt
was the applause of the world. Because
the depression was world-wide, there
was general approbation of Australia’s
attitude, which was taken as a guide
by other countries in adopting meas-
ures of a similar character. We feel
that we weve justified in deing what we did.
This legiglation brought in its train the
woodwill of other countries. anud more espe-
cially that of our bondholders, for at that
time onr honds stood at rather a low level.
The mere faet of the introduetion of the
emergency  legislation  undonbtediv  vo-
deemed s in the eves of those who thought
that MAustralia was going along too rashly.
In fact, it changed the opinion of the world
in that respect. As a resunlt, our hondho'd-
erg readily acquieseed in onr request that we
should obtain our monev from them at a
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lower rate of interest. The reason for this
was that everybody entered into the com-
mon sacrifive. Unfortunately we had hardly
rot started on that road when the Common-
wealth Parliament hroke the bond. Thus
it is not very remarkable that the State fol-
lowed the Commonwealth lead. Last year
sneh a breakaway oceurred, much against
the wishes of many members of this Cham-
her. The present Bill proposes a further
hreakaway, or T may sav a further division
of spoils among supporters of the Govern-

ment. T regret this' exceedingly  be-
eause T am unable to see that Wes-
tern Awustralin has turned the corner.

The price of wheat is at a low ebh. and
the price of wool shows no tendeney to
rise. The pearling indnsfry may  he
deseribed as knocked ont, and the fimber
industry s in a poor condition. with no
outstanding chanees of improvement. Gold.
of course, 3= the one redeeming featnre. Had
it not been for that. there would have been
little hope for us. Yet the Government
proceed with a wholesale horrowing poliey,
whieh produces a false kind of prosperity,
a prosperitv which has misled manv pre-
vions Governments, and in fact Australia
as a whole, in times gone by. This whole-
sale borrawing makes manv members of the
community believe that evervthing is richt
and that the econntry is well able to carry on.
However, thev overlook the fact that we are
eetting Turther and furiher into debt, and
that it is only the expenditure of horrowed
monevs that keeps the pot hoiling for the
time heinz. We extract more and more
money from the community with every vear
that goes by, and =0 make it more and more
diffienlt for the country to be pulled out of
itz diffieulties. While the Government are
asking for more taxation, we have this Rill
proposing a distrihution of moneys that the
State cannot afiord tn pay away. We are
continntine tn bresk the compact into which
we entered. We =hould continue on the track
of the emersency legislation until the com-
munity realises that Austvalia is not out of
its troubles. that Western Australia has not
turned the corner, and that we cannot afford
to disregard the need for keeping a tight
rein on State finance. The onslaughts being
made by way of taxation on various sections
of the comwmunity break their spirit and
prevent them from carrying on the develop-
ment of the country's resources. Relying
on horrowed money will Iull us intg a Rense
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of false security. 1 am opposed to the Bill
because we are not keeping faith with those
who entered inte the agreement to improve
the financial eondition ol Australia. iach
year we seem Lo he breaking away from that
contract and hastening the dovw which
scems to be lying ahead of us. 1 oppose the
Bill,

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [3.2]: My
view of the position is that we are in a cleft
stiek. 1 intend to vote tor the second read-
ing of the B, not beeause 1 helieve in ihe
Government’s propesai to restore zome of
the money, but beeause 1 hope that in Com-
mittee we shall amend the Bill to bring it
into line with the Act under which we are
now working., [t we turn down the Bili,
it will mean that the Government will have
to find a couple ot handred thousand pounds
to restore all the cuts that were made,
whereas the Bill itseli provides that the
Uovernment’s proposal is that £90,000 wili be
returned. 1 have no objection to the Gov-
ernment raising addifional money by taxa-
tion, if it is used for the purpose of reduc-
ing their deficit. They have gone on bor-
rowing, and the £90,000 it is proposed to re-
turn to civil servanis and members ot Par-
liament wiil come out of loan money. The
Loan Couneil appears to be willing Lo let
us go on borrewing, and in that way we ave
putting a millstone around our neck. A\l
this undoubtedly will lead 10 unitication.

Hon. A, Thomson: Repudiation.

Hon, G. W. MILES: Yes, and unilieation
must follow. Nothing clse car resualt if we
arg Lo continue on ithe patl. we are now
treading. We are borrowing it the rate of
£3 per head—that is, since the depression
began to be feli—more than any of the
other States. | wm aware that the Minis-
ter will say, *"low are we goine to absorh
the unemployed unlesx we o horrow?™’
Borrowing is all right if the money raised
is spent on repreductive works. Inecident-
ally, [ congrainlate rhe Government on their
foresight in undertaking a1 work such as the
sewerage of the metropolitan area and look-
ing many years ahead. Tt is all right to
borrew if we »pend the money in the right
direction, or it we are atfcmpting to balance
the Budget. Unfortunately, we are not zet-
Ling any nearer balancing the Budget.

Hon. T. Moore: Neither is any other Gov-
ernment
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Hon, i, W, MILES: That is no reason
why we should not ftry to square our
finances, IF we do not make a desperate
effort in that dirvection, there will be nothing
but rnination ahead of us. We are hetween
the devil and the deep sea. If we do not
let the Bill go through, it will mean that
the Government will have to find a couple
of hundred thousand pounds to restore alt
the ents.  Therefore I am voting for the
second reading, in the hope thaf during the
Committee stage we shall succeed in bring-
ing the Bill into line with that of last vear.

Mon, H. SEDDON: T move—

That the debate he adjourned,

Motion put and a division taken with the

following resuli :—-
Aves
Noes

| w1 ~E
-~ ~1 =

Majority for

AYER,

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker

Hop. H. V. Piesse

Hon. H. Seddon

Hon. A. Thomron

Hon. H. Tuckey

Hon, C. H. Wittenoom

Hon. W, J. Mann
{Teller)

Hon. E. H. Angele
Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L, B. Boiton
Hon. €. G. Elllett
Hon. V., Hamersley
Hon. R. G. Moore
Hon, I, Nicholson

Noea.

Hon. E, A. H, Hall

Hon, W, H. Kitson

Hon, T. Moare
(Teller.)

Hon. 1. Craig
Hon. J. M, Drew
Hon. (. Fraser
Hnn. E, H. Gray

PAIR.
Ro,

AVE. .
Hon. C. B, Williams

Hon. J. J. Holmes
Motion: {adjourmnent) thus passed.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX.
Second Readiug.
DNebate resumed from the 2ist November.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West—in reply) [512]: T have
very little to say in reply. As members
are aware, the Bill fixes the rate of the tax,
the only alteration heing that the exemp-
tion has been increased from £3 10s. to £3
12s. per week. T notiee that members pro-
pose to move a considerable number of
amendments, and before we reach the Com-
mittee stage I desire to state thai the Gov-
ernment cannot see their way to aceept any
alteration whatever. YWe look on this Bill
as part and pareel of our policy, and while
some memhers may feel that an injusiice
is being done to a particular section of the
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community, as compared with other sec-
tions represented hy other members, the
Government regret very much that it is not
possible to meet the wishes of all. When
in Committee, I shall have semething to say
on the amendments that may be moved. Tn
the meantime, I repeat that the Government
are not prepared to accept any of them.

Question put and passed.

BRill read a sccond time.

In Commiitee.

Hon, .J. Nicholson in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Ciauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clanse 3—Saving provision:

The HONORARY MINISTER: It has
been pointed ont to me that an error has
been made in the printing of this ¢lause, and
that the year 1935 at the cnd should read
“1934.” The Act which this Bill seeks to
amend operates only until the end of 1934,
and not until the end of 1935. It will there-
fore be necessary for the Committee to re-
quest the Legislative Assembly to effec: the
necessary alteration.

Hon. A. Thomson: Would that amend-
ment mean that the tax would finish at the
end -of December next?

Hon. R. G. Moore: If this amendment is
made, will the Act cense to operate at the
end of 1934%

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: I am in accord
with the suggestion of the Honorary Min-
ister that the clause should he amended. It
hardly scems necessary to inseri the clanse
at all.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In the
circumstances, I think we had better post-
pene further consideration of this elause,
and T move—

That further consideration of this clauge he
postponed.

Motion put and passed.

Clause 4—Imposition of financial emer-
zency tax:

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: 1 have on the
Notiee Paper several amendments dealing
with this Bill. It seems to me, however,
that we shonld first deal with the assess-
ment Bill, and T suggest that the Honorary
Minister mighf report progress meanwhile.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: T appre-
ciate the difficulty in which the hon. mem-
ber finds himself, and will agree to pro-
gress being reported.

Progress reported.

BILL—LOAN, £3,938,000.
Second Reading.

TNebate resumed from the 22nd November.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-Fast)
[3.23]: T am inclined to agree with mem-
hers who have siated that this State is bor-
rowing too much money, and that we ave
piling up i{oo lavge an indebtedness.  IF
we continue to horrow as lavishly and
freely ns we have done rvecenily, T am afraid
many taxpayers will find themselves in a
serious predicament. Loan woney that ean
he borrowed safely should he regulated hy
the amount of nailonal wenlth that e¢an be
produced. In the mining industry we have
one bright star from which the Govermment
are expeeting to eollect £80,000. They are

very fortunate, inasmuch as they have ve- .

ceived addifional sums of monev from the
Commonwealth by wav of special grants to
cnable them to provide employvment for the
workless. By their emergeney legizlation
they estimate they will receive £530,000, and
hy the eonversion of recent loans in London
there will be an addifional saving in interest
of Dbetween £70,000 and £80,000. Whilst
Parliament allegedly controls the finanees of
the country, actually the control is vested in
members of the Cabinet. MMinisters, to the
best of their ability, develop the country
along the lines they consider to be in accord-
ance with theiv policy. Money is heing
earned hy varions Government aetivities and
is going into revenue, while at the same time
other moneys are heing borrowed aund the
burden upon the taxpayer is increased. Vast
vear an expenditure of £40,0600 was author-
ised for the construetion of a jetty at Esper-
ance. No provision is made for this on the
Loan Estimates of this vear, so 1 assume
the work has been completed. The position
in that distriet, as diselosed by the report of
the Agricultural Bank, is far from satisfae-
tory from the point of view of Government
expenditure there. Aceording to statements
appearing on page 101 of the report, there
has been spent on the constiuction of the
railway £575,000, npon which the Commis-
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sioner of Railwnys is expecied to pay inter-
est and working expenses. In the disiriet
it<elf 1,436,928 has been expended. I do
not object to the development of that avea,
but would like fo point out the position con-
fronting us. Aeccording to the Royal Com-
nissioners who recently inquired into the
affairs of the Bank, rhiz district is not snit-
able for wheatgrowing. Notwithstanding
that statement, the Giovernmeng have spent
£40,000 on the conztruction of a jetty at
Esperance. There are other harhours that
would not require the expenditure of so
much money, and we should consider whai
policy shonld be adopted in future. We
should ask whether it is wise to spend a
large sun of money upon the construetion
of a harbour that is possibly unsnitable—
I do not condemn the Esperance area or
the Esperance jetty, but merely deal with
the position from the standpoint of eco-
nomiecs—and whether it would not be bet-
ter to construct a railway to the nearest
natural port, where the traflic could bhe
handled quite easily. Turning now to the
Fremauntle Harbour Trust, I am prepared
to admit that that insfitution is a2 sort of
“King Charles’s head” with me. In season
and out of season, I have referred to the
activities of the eommissioners, and I draw
members’ attention to the latest anuual ve-
port of the Trust. Therein they will find
that the surplus earned by the Trnst dar-
ing the financial year ended the 30th June,
1934, was disposed of a= follows:—

£
Interest 118,016
Sinking fund 10,580
Renewals fund 2,000
Consolidated revenue 87,261
Capital expenditure 1,900

On one hand we find the Fremantle Harhour
Trust being availed of as o taxing machine,
from which, after niecting the whole of the
commitments, £87 261 has been paid into
Consolidated Revenue. At the zame time a
perusal of the Loan schedule shows that this
vear we are providing £70,000, last year we
made available £100,000 for Fremantle Har-
bour Trust work, and, in 1832-33, £166,000.
It is suggested that Parliament should have
some say in the expenditure of publie funds.
[t is unfortunate that a private member
cannot introduce a Bill that will mean in-
creased expenditure. I hope that some day
a Government will assume power who will
agree to the appointment of a publie works
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commitiee, 1 know the Chief Seeretary was
strougly in favour of such a step when the
matter was discussed at one stage, Recently
s Royal Commission submitted a report re-
lating ©o the aifairs of the Agricultural
Bank. It a similar inguiry, or even one
by a seleet committee, were conducted re-
garding other Uovernment activities, 1
am sure wmunch good would result. The
Laducation Department is long overdue for
A seriows serutiny; if it were undertaken,
possibly  appreciable savings could be
effected in that department. The Loan
Estimates contain provision for the expen-
diture of nearly £300,000 on additions and
improvements fo railways already open.
The Transport Board induiged in scathing
eriticisin of the construction of the railway
from Denmark to Nornalup, and drew par-
tieular attention teo the abnormal cost of
the line from DPemberton to Northeliife.
The lLegislative Council was vesponsible for
the lines heing constructed so that there
were two dead-ends, whereas the original
scheme was that the line shonld be built
right through.

Hon, G W. Jiles: That wounld have
meant further loss.
Hon. A. TIOMSON: 1 think there

would have been better returns and increased
traflic if the two dead-ends had heen linked
up.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is a pity that Par-
liament agreed to the eonstruction of those
fwo lines.

Hon. A THOMSON: Yes, under present
conditions. Those railwaye will never pay
until they are linked up, in which event a
heavy timber traffic would be available over
the line to Albany, taking advantage of the
natural downward grade. The grade in the
opposite direction is diffienlt, and Parlia-
ment was told at the time that the construc-
tion of the line would be costly. Had there
been a public works commiftee in exis
tence the memhers of that body would have
considered the project, and might have re-
ported that neither seetion' should be
constructed or even that the line shoutd be
built right through. 1T sympathise with
the Commissioner of Railways in the difficult
task that confronts him. hut we may have
an  opportunity later on to discuss that
phase. Referring now to water supply and
sewirage matters, we find from the First
Sehedule to the Bill that £650,000 i5 pro-
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vided for sewerage and drainage for Perth
and Fremantle, £435,000 for the metropoli-
tan water supply, and £100,000 for water
supplies in the oagricultural districts, the
latter including deainage and irrigation, [
do not propose to set myselt up against the
engineers, but uwnder the heading of water
supply and sewerage alone the people are
to he committed to an expenditure of
£1,563,000, I agree it is hecessary to look
ahead, and no doubt the Government are
neting quite properly in providing addi-
tional storage capacity at the Canning dam
in order to supplement the water supply for
the metropolitan area. As regards sewerage
operations, 1 have always contended that
instead of wasting a very valuable effluent,
it should be made use of. Ti has been alleged
that the sewage farm at Werribee, which
has heen In existenee for many years and
only during the last few vears has become

sewage-sick, hus  been unsuecessful, Dbut
I consider the State would he well ad-

vised if, even at this stage, eonsideration
were given to thav system. The Werribee
Farm lhas been profitable to date, and ifs
prezent comdition is due to the heavy black
soil.

1o, 1. Seddon: The nature of the soil
miakes all the difference.

Hon. A, TIHOMSOX: Of course it does.
fn Western Australia we were definitely as-
sured by engineers that we would be able
to drink the effluent from the filter beds at
Burswoeoil, and that the effluent would not
in any way affect the river.

Hon. T. Moore: lingincers have made
many istakes,

Hon. A. THOMSON: Nevertheless, it has
been urged that the effluent from the filter
beds has been decidedly detrimontal to the
river,

Hon, H. Seddon: Would you support a
proposal that the engineers shonld justify
their reports?

Hon, A, THOMSON: YWhat would it
matter if we did so? The engineers con-
cerned have gone, and Perth and the sub-
urbs adjeining the river have to pay the
penalty for the incorreciness of the views
of those engineers, The sewerage schemc
propounded by the Government provides for
the effluent heing discharged into the ocean.

Hon. C. . Baxter: And rnining the sea-
shore,
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Hon. A, THOMSBOXN: What guarantee is
there that owr heautiful beaches will nof
suffer the same fate as the river?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Many engineers say it
will ruin the loveshore.

Hon, A, THOMBON: L am inelined to
think it will, unless the effluent is carvied
out a great distance, It will become a
unisange in time. Let us consider the posi-
tion from the sewage Larm point of view.
In Western Australia we are diffevently sit-
uated from the Eastern States. At preseni
cattle from the North and elsewhere are
shipped down the coast and held in quarvan-
tine. They have to beeome acelimatised and
the frip down knocks all the condition off
fhe beasts. There is nv place where they
can he held adequately for Lattening up.
That means a great loss to the growers.
Even at this late hour, it is well worth con-
<ideration by the Government as to whether
it wonld not he lhetter to provide for a
sewage farm in ihe sandy aveas adjacent
to the metropolitan area. It is diffieult for
a layman to advanee his opinion againak
that of experts, but we do know that engin-
vers have made mistakes in the past. There
are old residents at Bunbury who eonsider
the present harbour should not have heen
vonstructed where it iz, but sheuld have
been laid ont inside the estuary. Despite
that, they are still pouring money into the
harbour and having to drvedgze a very large
anre¢a.

lon. H. Tuekey: Nat under the present
scheme.

Hon. A THOMSON: [ hope thai is so.
The older residents of the districts strongly
apposed the  construetion of the harbour
where it is.

Hon. H, Tuckey: That was on account of
vested interests.

Heon. A. THOMBSON : That may have heen
so. Had we been able to serufinize fthat
scheme, we might have pub up so strong an
argument against those vested interests that
the harhour would ave gona where it was
wianted.

Hon. Gi. W, Miles: Where shouid it have
oone?

Hon. A. THOMSON: The older residents
say it should have heen in fhe estuary.
Here is another blunder made by our en-
gineers: In 1911 Mr. Ramsbotham submit-
ted a scheme for the extension of the deep-
water jetty ai Albany. A few of us, &l
lavmen, took strong exception to it and
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organised a deputation to the then Minis-
ter for Works, Mr. Jobhnson. We drew at-
tention to the fact that it was not neces.
sary to spend £60,000 in the construction
of # T extension from the existing jetty;
that if sheath piling were erected and the
sand pumped in behind i, n eonsiderable
area ol land would be reclaimed, the value
of which would more than recoup the Gov.
erament tor the expenditure ineurred. We
also pointed out that no provision was he-
ing mucle for the storage of wheat or for
shed aceommodntion  for  (he export of
lambs and other primary  produets. [n
rather sneering matmer we were told it was
fike our impertinence to set up our opinions
agninst thoge of an cogineer. But later on
the Commonwealth Government asked Sir
(teorge Buchanan ta make a report on the
various harbours of the Commonwealth,
That gentleman went to Albany and there
Liid down for the fuiure development
of that harbour the very zcheme we had
sngeested in 1911, This House, of course,
is not in a position v reduce the preposed
loan expenditure, Nevertheless T take strong
exception to the financial methods adopted
in lhe administration of Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. (F, W, Miles: Bar cannnf we curtail
this praposed expenditnre?

Hon. A, THOMSON: We could. hut it
would not he of much benefit, for the Grov-
ornment have already started on the sewer-
awe scheme, and men are heing emploved.

Mon. V. Hamersley: Where is it going?

Hon., G, W, Miles: We conlit cut out this
£70,000 for the Fremantle harbour.

Tlon. A. THOMSON : IT the hon. member
will move that, T will support him. But
what we want is a Rayal Commission to in-
quive into the general financial administra-
finn of the State, and indeed of the Com-
monwealth as well. Tt would he found that
it we could adopt bhusiness methods it
would he much more =atisfnctory.

Ilon. (. F. Raxter: You might wish to
control it.

Hon, A. THOMSROX: T have raized these
points in the light of the adage, “Cast your
bread upon the wafers and it will retwrn to
vou after many days” 1 hope to sce
lirought into being some day a public works
committee that will carefully serutinize all
the large amounf of money heing expended.
I am a country member, and this matter is
vather for metropolitan wembers, It be-
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hoves those members to give carefnl con-
sideration to this scheme. If a sewage farm
were established, it would he a source of
considerable revenue to Western Australia.
Ahove all, T want to see that steps are taken
to ensure that if the present scheme is per-
eisted in, our beautiful sea heaches shall not
be destroyed. In my opinion they are
second to none in the world, and so I should
be loth to sec them destroved in the way
our river has been destroved by sewerage
efffvent. I realise the dilfienlt task of the
Government in finding work for the unem-
ployed. Sewerage and water supply, of
course, will return interest and sinking
fund, but what the burden will be on the
faxpayer is another matter. There is o sum
of £145,000 provided for the purchase of
land and for forest regeneration. I hope
the Minister will be able to give us some in-
formation as to how and where that money
is to be expended. The planting of pines
ig & wise provision, particularly in view of
the fact that sooner or later we shall he com-
pelled to use the white eases for our export
truit.

Several members: Why?

Hon. A. THOMSON: There used to he
a considerable sum each year derived frem
the sandalwood industry and earmarked for
forest regeneration, but that has now gone
inte revenue. That might well have been
earmarked for the planting of pincs. These
pine plantations are very important, as we
sce when we realise the enormous amount
of money involved in the plantations in New
Zealand. There are parts of our State
where pines could be grown just as well ns
in New Zealand.

Hon. G. W.
wattles?

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have dealt with
that question on previous occasions. The
Forests Department planted a considerable
area of mallet bark, but unfortunately Ger-
many, who was ouce our best customer, is
no lenger on the market for mallet bark.
I remember that, years ago, ship after ship
nsed to come into Albany and take away
enormous quantities of mallet bark. T agree
also that we should give consideraiion to
the planting of wattles. Just now it ap-
pears to be the intention of all Govern-
ments as far as possible to spend loan money
in @ way that will give some return. T hope
the present Governmment will he a liitle more
tortunate in regard to a number of items

Miles: And what about

[COUNCIL.]

in the Loan Bill than their predecessors
were. I will support the second reading.

HON. E. H. H HALL (Central)
[5.56]: I realise that the llouse eannot da
much with Bills of this sort, hut I should
like to support the valuable suggestion made
by various members that we should have a
public works committee to ndvise the Gov-
crnment on all projected works. I do not
say it should be a parliamentary committee;
ratherr wounld 1 see an independent incuiry
by some persons having the necessary quali-
fieations to advise the Clovernment. For
instance, when we had a Royal Commission
to inquire into the Collie coal industry, the
Government of the day did not appoint
members of Parliament, or even any anthor-
ity within the State, but went to Vietoria
and appeinted a gentleman with a very ex-
tensive knowledge of the industry. Tt is
generally admitted that his repert was ac-
cepted by those who know anything of the
industry as being a very valualle one.

Hon. C. B, Williams: The Collie zoal
people did not like it.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: The millions of
pounds that huve been spent in publie works
might have been spent to better advan-
tage had there been some businesslike in-
quiry into the projeets to begin with. [
have been disappointed at the tailure ot
successive Governments (o provide sulfiei-
ent money for the erection of homes for the
people. This is a very acute question on
the goldficlds. Memhers of the Central
Provinee vepresent the Murchison gold-
ficlds. Wlen I was at Wiluna recently the
people there were sullering severely for
want of snituble house aceomodation. On
my return I asked u question in the House
about the privilege heing given to people of
small means purchasing a block of land. My
suggestion was turned down but I am glad
to see that action is now being taken to pre-
vent people from holding townsite blocks
for speculative purposes. The people of
the goldfields are not the only ones who are
suffering from =z shorlage of housing accom-
modation. At Geraldton, the chief town
of the Central Province, the shortage 13
acute. There is a great scarvcity of suitable
houses; in faet, it is diffienlt to get a house
of any sort. By mentioning this matter, I
may be laying myself open to the challenge
that the shortage of houses provides a
splendid opportunity for private capital to
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secure profitable investment. There may
he something in that retort, hut side by side
with the care of the sick and the provision
of educational facilities, it should be &
funetion of Govermment to ensure that the
people have decent houses to live in. Lt is
easy to be wise after the event, but clearly
the Workers’ Homes Act provides for too
expensive a dwelling. In Geraldton people
for whom I am sure it was never intended
to cater ave occupying workers’ homes. The
average worker does not carn suflicient to
enable him fo undertake the responsibility
of purchasing a worker's home.

Hon. H. Seddon: The homes being built
were not within the reach of workers.

Hon. E. H. H. HALI,: They were workers’
homes.: The hon. member would take
strong exception to a suggestion that he
was not a worker. It is generally recog-
nised that the building industry provides
work for many people. Governments have
been at their wits end end to find works on
which they could spend their money and
keep it within the State. It is safe to say
that in the building of homes, practically
the whole of the expenditure would be kept
within the State. Only a few years ago
we had to send away for galvanised roof-
ing iron. That difficulty has been overcome,
for houses may mow be roofed with tiles
mannfactured in the State. The timber
industry, of which we hear so much, is
able to supply the timber necessary for
house building. Yet £25,000 is all that is

provided on the loan schedule for
workers’ homes. My cexperience is
that the board are always short of

money. If one inquires at the offiee, one
is told that houses are being built as quickly
as possible, but that insufficient money is
made available to meet all demands. I
ealled there the other day on behalf of a
couple of men in Geraldtoen, and wag told
that the hoard had 200 applications for
homes and were building about 50 a year.
I am sure the Chief Secretary is as anxious
as T am that money should be provided for
this purpose. The trouble is that Govern-
ments have not provided the money, and I
shonld like to know whether we are to con-
tinue in this way. We could follow the lead
of the Old Country. The Prince of Wales
recently, in a very straight talk, spoke of
the need for providing decent homes for
the people. The Government would he well
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advised te conzider the matter and ascer-
tain whether small homes of two or three
rooms, with plenty ot verandeh space, could
not be provided, not onily in the metropoli-
tan area but threughout the State. If this
suggestion were adopted, employment would
he provided for many people, the money
would be kept within the State, and the
comfort of the pesple would he greatly in-
creased. I wish to suppmt the profest
made by Mr. Thomson against the sewer-
age proposals. The hLon. member £aid he
was afraid of what might bappen if the
acean outfall were adopted. I understand
that in Sydney there has been no difficulty
on that score. The fact that sewage farms
in the East have become sewage sick may be
aecounifed for by the cluss of seil, People
in this State who know something about the
sibject contend that the sandy nature of
our s0il would make a sewage farm a dif-
terent proposition here, and that the trou-
ble experienced in Vietoria would not oecur.
As Mr. Thomson pointed out, experts are
liable to make mistakes, To err is human,
and humans will continue to nake mistakes,
but the Government, before committing the
vountry t¢ such huge expenditure, shonla
make exhaustive inquiry to ensure that
full value is obtained for the espenditure.
Money is hard to get and mistakes are easy
to make, and no undertaking of the kind
should be embarked upon without the fullest
in¢uiry,

HON. R, & MOORE (Norih-East) [6.7]:
There are a few matters that I should like
to mention. The question of sewerage more
particularly concerns metropolitan mem-
bers.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: It concerns all of us.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: In a sense, it does.
The hon. nember reminds me of a disens-
sion T heard in Kalgoorlie on the question
of electric light. One speaker said that no-
bedy in the hall knew more ahout electrie
light than he did, and what he knew was
nothing. I do not intend to express any
opinion on the sewerage proposals, hecause
I do not profess to know anything ahout
the subject. There has heen a good deal of
disenssion regarding the diverting of expen-
diture from one direction to another. I do
not know that there iz verv much harm in
that. In my opinion, anvy revenue received
should he devoted to the purpo<es for which
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An analogy might be
A man hands

it is most needed.
found in our ewn homes.
over his earnings to his wife.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Does he?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Well, she gots them.
He might stipulate that so much is intended
for the butcher, so much for the haker and
so much for the milkman, but later he might
find that a little more has been paid to one
and a little less to another, What does that
matter so long as the meals are ready when
the man goes home?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do you not think it
would be worth while to inquire whether
the bills had been paid?

Hon. R, G. MOORE: Perhaps s¢, but
that might not make much difference, either.
One man, on rising in the morning, found
his wife in tears. When asked the cause of
her trouble, she replied, “T have rueeived an
account for £17 from the hutcher and I have
not the money to pay it.”” The hnsband ve-
plied, “I= it not the butcher who shonld be
erving

Hon. L. B.
Kalgoorlie?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: XNo, in the metro-
politan area. On the goldficlds the butchers
refuse to grant credit. On Saturday I was
in the Norseman distriet, where quite a lot
of money is heiug spent by private enter-
prise. Three companies are spending at
the rate of £3,000 a fortnight on prospeet-
ing and mining, but a great diffienlty is the
shortage of water. On the read to Norse-
man there is a vast belt of auviferons coun-
try and quite a numher of men are being
cmploved on promizing shows. One com-
pany have already =pent £100,000 on pros-
pecting and developmeni, and nohedy would
do that without a strong belief that profit
would result. If the district develops as is
expected, the Government would be justi-
fied in extending the pipe line to Norseman.
Lavge pipes would not be necessary. Prob-
ably a G-inch pipe from the main line would
he capable of supplying the whole district.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: What is the distance?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Ahout 108 miles
from Coolgardie. The G-inch pipe could he
reduced to serve smaller shows. One show
iz employing 32 men and a larger number
will probably be engaged in the near future.
The reports are exeeptionally good. All the
way from Coolgardie to Norseman gold has
heen found and iz siill being found. With
7old at its present prive, it 5 nol necessary

Bolton: Did that oeeur in

[COUNCIL.]

to find sneh rich ore as in the past. What
will pay handsomely now could not have
been profitably worked o few years ago.
Therefore 1 suggest that the Government
give attention to the provision of water
supplies in that distvict. Gold mining em-
ploys i ronsiderable amount of labour und
it 1s an indestey that gives speedy returns.

Nitling suspended from 6,15 (o 730 pon,

1lon. R. G. MOORE: Before the tea ad-
journment [ was speaking ubout the pos-
sibilities of the distriet between Norseman
anil Coolgardie, with a view to calling the
attention of Cabinet to the advisableness
of extending the water scheme theve in the
near fnture, provided the distriet turns out
as we hope it will. In my opinion, it is a
distiriet where money eonid well he spent
il the field develops as it shows at present
every indieation of doing. As regards the
Workers" Homes Board, and the extension
of the operations of that body to the gold-
ficlds——n matter Mr. Hall mentioned—that
has been a burning question among the gold-
ficlds people for some time. The conter
ence of locul bodies on the fields approached
the Workers' Homes Board with a view to
that end, but up to date the effort has not
heen suceessful. We know that the board
are free from political control, which is 2
wood thing; but at the smmne time the gold-
fields people consider they have an excellent
tnse for the suggested extension. We veul-
ise that in the past there has been n sense
of inseeurity, of want of pevmaneney, with
regard te the moldfields; but to u great ox-
tent that is the case no longer. On the gold-
field= there are hundreds of people whe
have made permanent homes there, and have
no inteption of remaining there Lor a short
period and then removing te more con-
wenial surroundings. They intendl to re-
main there for all time. I quoted some tinw
ago figures referring to the expenditure on
homes in the goldfields districts during the
Inst few years. Since then I have eommu-
nieated with the Town Clerk of algoorlie
and obtained more up-to-date figures. I
lind that during the last four years in Kal-
coorlie alone something like 400 homes have
heen erccied—some of them small places
costing ahout £90, others costing up to
£1,400. Tt is estimated that an average of
nt least £100,000 has been expended in the
munieipality of Kalgoorlie alone during (he
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last four years by privale enterprise on the
crection of homes. That figure does not in-
clude cither Boulder City or the road hoard
district. 1t is safe to asswne that, in
addition, an equal amount has been
spent in those two areas. I1f it is
good enough for private enterprise to
spend at the rate of a couple of hun-
dred  thousand pounds on the fidids over
that numhber of years, it seems reasonable
lo suggest that the Government could
spend 2 small amount, say, £10,000, for
the erection of workers’' homes on the gold-
fields. I know that the board are not
anxious to accept that responsibility; for
some reason best known to themselves, they
do not think it a good move. However,
that opinion is not the result of cxperience.
The board have never attempted to extend
their operations to the goldfields, so that
there is nothing in the way of experience
to deeide whether it 35 a good risk or other-
wige.  Seeing that the Kalgeoriie field, at
any rate, has been in existence for about
40 vears, it is obvious that had the board's
operations heen extended to that quarter
30 or 40 years ago, there would have been
ample opportunity to pay for those homes
many years ago. Now that the goldfieids
have a fresh lease of life and that an enor-
mous amount of capital is coming there,
the Government might well set apart a cer-
tain amount for workers’ homes on fhe
fields, taking the responsibility themselves
and letting the board merely administer the
funds. I believe there would be no difli-
culty in securing a loeal committee on the
goldfields 1o help the board in the matter
of selection of clients and supervision of
operations. :

Hon. G. W. Miles: Would vour proposal
apply only to Kalgoorlie, or also to Norse-
man. Broad Arrow, and other centres there?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I speak particularly
of what are known as the Eastern Gold-
fields, and more especially of the Kalgoorlie
and Boulder districts. TIf Mr. Miles has a
similar proposal with regard to Broad
Arrow or any other field, T am quite pre-
pared to give him a favourable hearing.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Yon could not have
one without the other,

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I do not know what
we could have. 1 do not profess to know
exactly what could or could not be done.
What T suggest would, I believe, he an
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excellent move., [ am confident that the
board would get their money back in a
reasonable time, because the homes would
not be as expensive as homes in the metro-
politan and other areas, and the terms of
repayment wonld therefore not he so long.
Thus the risk would not be nearly so great.
I commend the =uggestion io the earnest
consideration of the Government. T bave
no doulbt that in the near [uture they will
be azked directly by the conference of local
bodies on the goldfields to et in this diree-
tion, =0 thai goldfields workers mayv have
the ppportunity of obtaining homes on easy
cowditions like workers i other distriets.
Repayment would probably he completed
within & pertod of ten vears. Certainly it
i= a wood proposition to-day.

Hon. G. W, Miles: But the proposition
might not Inok so good to-morrow.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Tt would be a far
hetter proposition to put moncy into such
a seheme, which wonld mean the immediate
establishment of an asset returning in-
lerest and, within a rveasonahle time, eapi-
tal, than ¢to put money into various
schemes which will never he reproductive
hut are simply intended to keep men in
work so that they mav not starve. The
scheme T suggest would, in my opinion,
amply and speedily repay the (Government.

HON, W. J. MANN (South-Wes(} [7.42]:
[ have a few comments to offer on the Bill,
becanse T realise that a serious position has
arisen with regard to State finsnee and that
it is time Parliament ddid some serious
thinking, So far as T ean see, if we con-
tinne to borrow as we have been doing
during the past few vyears, it will not he
long before we shall have to tax the people
to such an extent that there will be a justi-
fiable outery, or else we shall have to go
eap in hand to the Commanwealth hegging
for further assistanee. From returns fur-
nished to members I notice that for last
vear the total revenue of the State, revenue
actually received, was £8,481,000, and
that the aetual expenditure for interest
was £3,253,000. How long can we expect
such a state of affairs to continue? We
know it is essential at » period like this to
get some additional funds, but I am rather
surprised at the magnitude of the amonnt
stated in the Loan Bill. It scems to me that
during the pazt vear the Government have
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received fairly large additions to what was
in the past vegurded as normal revenue.
Something tke £500,000 is expected from
finaneial emergeney taxation.  There has
been a saving of about £45,000 in adminis-
tration. It is proposed to save about £80,0(00
by relegating the cost of sustenanee of
dusted miners to ihe gold profits tax. In
addition, the Government are hudgeting for
a £645,000 deficit, The position to me
appears extremeiv serious. It does not
take muel logie to arrive at the conelusion
that we are fast drifting into n position
when, if we carry on as we have been going,
we shall have to approach the Common-
wealth and ask them to take us over and
administer the affairs of Western Australia,
heeause we shall not be able to raise suffi-
cient taxation to pay intercst and keep up
the affairs of the State. That may seemn a
gloomy view, but it iz no use cloging our
eyes to the position. T presume that o
portion of the loan will be for repayments,
but that does not alter the position of the
ever-inerensing interest which is siniply ad-
ding to the burden. and I do not know that
it is not retarding in some degree the pro-
gress of the State, I know the reply will
be that if we do not borri:w money for de-
velopmental purpose:. we shall not proceeil
very far, but T am afraid that a lot of this
huge debt of ours has heen horrowed in the
past under the heading “devdiopmental pur-
poses.””  That has very largely proved a
myth. A preat deal of the money has heen
very badly spent.

Hon, T. Moore: Particularly in the Sonth-
West.

Hon, W. I, MAXNN: A lot of money has
heen badly spent in other places as well.

Hon. T. Moore: But wasted in the South-
West.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The hon. member
has lived in the Sonth-West and kneows all
about it. 1t is true that money has been
wasted there, but not there alone.

Hon. J. Cornell: A good denl more was
wasted at the Peel Estate than in the South-
West.

Hon. W. J. MANN: There has been a
good deal spent on works in respect of
which we ean now say that it was a pity it
was ever spent on such undertakings. T
trust that borrowing in the future will be
curtailed. The pesition is so serious now
that we have reached the stage where it is

[CULNCLL.]

custmg us JU per eent. of our revenue to
pay the interest bill. Surely that calls for
a protest.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Cannol we reduce by
a few pounds the total it is proposed to
borrow?

lion. W, J. MANN: 1f the hon. member
wishes Lo wove i that direction, probably
he will get some support.

Hen. R. G. Moore: What aliernative do
you suggest?

Hon, W, J. MANXN: 1 suggest we should
do what a business man would do when he
finds that his overdraft has become so big
that the bank threatens fo close down on
lum, He will then cut bis coat accord-
ing to his cloth. Although we are
not exactly in that position we cannot lose
stzht of the fact that the sword ol Damoclez
is hanging over us, We used to boast about
our ahility to pay, but we eannot boast
ynite so glibly to-day. We have assets, but
with assets we nust also have markels
and prives. We can have considerable assets,
but i we cannot get prices for our goods
Wwe ave in an unhappy position. 1 feel it
is my dnty to add my protest to that of
ofther members against continued exesssive
harrowing and to wurn the Government that
in the future they must endeavour fo keep
it down as much as possible, There are
onc ot two malters in the schedule of the
Bill to which T wish to refer, T notice there
is an amount of £300,000 to provide for
addibions and improvements to open rail-
ways. 1 hope the Government will take into
congideration the necessity for providing
speedier means of transport over our rail-
ways.

Hon. (r. W. Miles: What ahout Cave
Heuse? Would not the rebuilding of that
he reproductive?

Hon. W, J. MANN: VYes, that is an im-
portant matter, but I am drawing attention
to the need for speeding up our railway
service. The traffie has become almost infini-
tesimal, Main line trains earry comparn-
tively few passengers. On the other hand
we see motor cars skimming over the roads
conveying most of the people that in the
past were acenstomed to travel by rail. The
point. T wish to emphasise is that if the
railwaxs desire to retain what business is
left to them, and perhaps get hack a little
of that whieh thex have lost. they must
meet the vonvenienres nf the people to a
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greater extent. For instance it takes nine
hours for me to come to Perth from my
home by rail, whereas in a ear I cen do the
trip comfortably in 4% heurs. The posi-
tion is even worse in some other directions,
One can travel from Flinders Bay to Perth
in six hours, and it takes a train 12 or 13
lours to do the trip. I do not want it to
he inferred that I am against steam traf-
fic, hecause the province I represent is
vitally interested in coal; but I would like
to emphasise the need for providing small
feeder coaches to run on the rails to con-
nect with the main gystem. These coaches
conld he provided to run on the spur lines,
and to connect with the main lines. T be-
lieve the Commissioner of Railways and his
officors have recognised the faect that one
of the solutions of the difficulty is the se-
curing of a number of sinall coaches which
could be run expedifiously and cheaply on
the spur lines.

Hon. T. Moore:
borrowed money.

Hon. W. J. MANXN: There 15 an amount of
£300,000 included in the schedule, and some
of that conld he expended in the direction I
saggest. Another question that interests me
is that of providing abatieirs, ecold-storage
and freezing works at Bunhury. At the
present time fruitgrowers are compelled to
have their praduets hauled to Perth in vans
that are not altogether suitable. If there
were cool storage facilities at Bunbury the
fruitgrowers would benefit considerably.
There would he avoided long haulage and
great expense, whilst at the same time if
would he possible for the fruit to arrive
at the southern port of shipment in a bet-
ter condition. There is aiso included in the
schedule an amount of £145,000 for pine
planting. I have seen many pine planta-
tions in varions countries, and in some of
those countries the plantations werg thor-
onghly justifiable.

Hon. T. Moore: They bave been highly
snecessful in South Australia.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Not very extensive,
unless an extension has been made within
the last three or four years. There was a
small plantation at Mt. Gambier.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Where the land is
good.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes, and that is es-
sential to suecessful pine cultivation. T
bave not yet seen any pine enltivation

That would mean more
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worthy b the aame on poor land. T
pHantation at Ludlew in the south-west of
thi= State has been a colossal failure. T
pines were planted there on land that wa:
useless for anything.

Hon, E. H. Grav: What about Apple
erose?

Hon. W. J. MANN: Pine plantation i
justifiable up to a point, but I would ra
ther see the efforts of the Forests Depart
nient redoubled in the direction of the re
growth of hard woods, the woods that am
of great value. Ts is from those that the
bulk of our rvevenue will come.  Amuin |
enfer my protest against the ever-inereasing
horrowings which will only mean adding te
our already verv high interest hill.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) {7.53]: ]
notice there is a considerable amount pro.
vided for sewerage purposes. I am very
pleased to see that there is a wmove in the
direction of removing that terrible blunder
perpetrated many years ago—I refer to the
septic tanks at Burswood. When the pro-
jeet was originally mooted, I was one of
those who protested against it, in spite of
the faet that it was claimed by those whe
were supposed to know, that it would be 2
success. I predicted that it would be =
nuisance, and that it would ruin the beauty
of Perth and Perth water. T well remembe:
the days when it was possible to look down
from the heights of JMi. Eliza and see the
beautiful white beaches and the clear water
of the river. If onc went boating there was
no trouble in pulling up an anchor from the
water, which was then clean. Since the in-
stallation of the septic tanks, however, the
whole complexion of the place has been
changed. The carrving of the sewage across
the river te the tanks at Burswood has
proved to be one of the most dreadful things
ever carried out by the authorities in Perth.

Hon, H. Seddon: Something beside the
complexion has changed.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Yes, such as the
odour, etc. I am glad to nete the intention
of the Governmeut to remove the septic
tanks, Nothing is hefore us to show how
this million pounds odd iz fto he spent. I
presume it will be the forerunner of further
millions. I understand that the sewage is
to be taken out to sea, thongh T do not know
where, at what point, and how far out it is
to be taken. I am opposed to dealing with
the sewage in that way. There are many



1566

arens upon which it could suitably be taken,
and useful holding grounds for stock from
the North created. We have no good hold-
ing grounds for stock, where the animals
could be depastured. As things are, cattle
have to be fed on hay, whereas they should
be given succulent feed such as they get on
the sewage farms in the Eastern States. It
was thought years ago that sewage farms
would be established here, but that was
never done, and the sewage was taken across
the river to Burswood. Tf the intention is
to take the sewage to the west eoast that will
only be a repetition of the madness which
brought about the creation of the septie tank
system. I am afraid that everything sent
out to sea will come right back on o the
beaches. Take some of our rivers along the
coast, the Moore River as an example. The
sand is constantly building up at the mouth
of the river, and it goes on building up until
the river rises considerably above the sea
level. The bank is then washed several miles
out to sea. The sand comes in again, and
the bank is built up once more. The same
thing applies all along the western coast.
Although we are told that algae will not
grow in salt water, there is plenty of evi-
dence that it will grow in Perth water. For
the greater part of the year the Swan River
is salt. Right up to the Swan districts it is
salt for a great part of the year, but the
algae grows there just the same. During
the summer the Swan River is more salty
around Perth than it is higher up, but the
algae i3 more prevalent neay Perth than it
is in the upper reaches.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You do not find it at
South Fremantle.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Onee the sewer-
age scheme reaches there, people will find
plenty of trouble.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It is there already.

Hon. J. Cornell : There will he more room
for it in the Indian Ocean.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It would be all
right if we had tides along this part of the
eoas{, but there are insufficient tides to carry
things away. Everything returns to the
coast. Just as no notice was taken of those
who objected to the Burswood scheme, so
will there be disappeintment if the coastal
scheme is inaugurated. We have no in-
formation before us to show where this
money is to be speni. We do not know to
what we shall be committing ourselves after
the expenditure of the first million. I hope

[COUNCIL.]

the Government will panse before definitely
deciding upon the scheme. I have been
tald by people who have seen similar works
in other parts of the world that the algae
has grown considerably to the detriment of
the immediate surroundings. We must take
notice of the opinion of those who have seen
similar works in other parts of the world,
and profit by their advice. Although we
have heard recently that the areas in the
Eastern States which have heen used as
sewage farms have become overeharged with
fertility, and are not now returning the pro-
fits they formerly returned, if similar farms
were established here and the same trouble
arose we have a large enough area of coun-
try to keep on pushing out so that none of
the land used conld ever suffer from too
much richness. It would be well that this
scheme should not be embarked upon until
we have further information with regard
to it. A good deal of the money that has
been invested in so-called reproductive
works has only put an additional burden
upon the backs of those who have to find
inereased rates upon their properties. Many
people are not able to pay the rates already
imposed. The Government are inclined to
serap one system and then try another, and
to do this they horrow money and it is often
squandered I suppose this work will be
carried out on the day labour system.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The poor old union-
ists again.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : And that it will
cost three times as much as it should. There
is always this good old method of passing
on the cost to these who hold property and
homes, and who have already heen put to a
great deal of expense because of sewerage
systems, additional water supplies and so
forth. In the aggregate private individuals
will be ecalled upon to spend much more
than the preliminary million that is asked
for here. We are entitled to know more
about the project before we authorise this
loan. During the last five years this coun-
fry has been committed fo a total loan ex-
penditure of 16 millions, and there is not
a great deal to show for it. Another
£4,000,000 is now being asked for. This
means a further big interest bill added to
those which already exist. We are entitled
to know more about the source of the rev-
enue that will be called upon to meet the
interest on this loan. We were called to
account some time ago for horrowing money
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to pay interest on a previous loan. 1f seems
to me that we shall soon be up against &
similar proposition. I aamit that loans are
raised to-day at a reduced rate of interest,
but it Governments go on horrowing more
and more money the rate of interest will
vise again. The struggle for existence on
the part of everyone will then be harder
than ever, and it will be still more difticult
to help the Government to find the interest
that is required. It seems easy enough to
raise money and to spend it, but we ouglt
ta see that we get a fair return for it. 1
support the Bill in the hope that it will
assist 1n tiding the country over a bad tine,
though I do feel that more information
should be given with regard to the expendi-
ture of the million pounds on the new sew-
age works.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [8.12): !
regret that the indebtedness of the State
is gradually mounting up, It is a pity that
a curtailment in this direction was not made
whilst the conditions were good. At one
time the borrowing conld easily have beun
reduced. 1t seem: uecessary, however, that
we should pass this Bill, It will mean the
hitehing over of many men from sustenance
to useful work. [If we do nol borrow this
money, and do not proceed with these big
sewerage schemes and other works that are
gsot ont in the schedule, tens of thousands
of wer will come back on the dole. Every
wember agrees that it is deplorable to see
men on the dole. It hrings them down and
affects their character. T bave known many
peopie who were aceustomed to doing an
lhonest day’s work for many vears, hut
to-day they will not work hecause they ecan
get the dole.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Thers are not mny
like Lhal.

Hon FE. M. ANGELO: Thiz Bill wili
assist m caliing that out. T hope the Gav-
ernment will he able to find work for every
man, but § want them throngh their officers
to see that we get a good dav’s work for
a good day’s pay. That is the solution of
many troubles, TIf a man will pull his load
and will give a zoad dav’s work for a day's
pay. we will have but little to be afraid of
if the works contained in the schedule are
earried on:. I trust the Government will
sec that we cet full value for the money
horrowed. There are one or two things
abont which T should like an explanation.
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The sum of £90,000 iy set down under the
beading of “*Departmental.” It should be
possible for this money to be divided up
atmongst the various works.

Hon. H. Seddon: It is re-allucated each
yvear.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Sv long as that
is done, very well. Fach work should be
debited up with the cost of administration
as well as the cost of actual wages and
material. 1 also notice there is an item
relating to the development of agrieulture.
When replving, the Chiet Secretarv might
fully explain how that money is to be used.

Hon. C.
bananas,

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: T am quite sure
we have not had any money {for that pui-
pose in the past. We can erow hananas
there withonf the necessity for the expendi-
ture of Government fundsz.

HHon. J. Cornell; That matfer was ex-
plained in the Legislative Assembly.

Hon. E. H. ANGELN: I3 it not just as
well that we should have some information
in this Chamber?

Hon. J. Cornell: These matters are never
explained in this Chamber.

an. BE. H, ANGEL!: Then I am asking
the Chief Secretary to supply the informa
tion on this oceasion. Another item relates
to pine planting, £143,000. Why cannot
that type of undertaking be left to private
enterprise? In New Zealand that condition
obtains,

Houn. W, J. Mann: To some extent, with
the aid of Australian money.

Heowr. E. H. ANGELD: If New Zealand
can  obtain  Anstralian  monev to enable
private enterprise there to go in for pine
plantine, why cannot it be done in this
State? The other dav a friend of mine
who held about £100 worth of bonds in a
New Zealand pine undertaking sold oul at
a profit of 70 per cent.

Hon. . ¥. Baxter: He was lucky.

Hon. A. M. Clydecdale: One in a thous-
and,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Those shares were
in a New Zealand undertaking controlled by
private enterprize,

Hon. W. J. Mann: They sayv there is one
horn every minute.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: T have it on the
autbority of an independent man that these

¥. Baxter: That is for growing
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undertakings in New Zealand bave proved
very profitable.

IHon. J. Cornell: 13 it not a fuet that
the authorities are making inguiries regard-
iz these companiest

Hon. E. H, Gray: Theve are many dud
companies there.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Prohably there
are, but there are many companics that are
carrying on at a profit.

Hon. J. Cornell: A lot of the companies
have gone broke.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: There are a lot
of the New Zealand pine forest shares avail-
able if you desire to buy them.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I can voueh for
the gentleman's statement that he made a
profit of 70 per cent. on the disposal of his
shares.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: At any rate, there is
one wise man in the West!

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: He sold because
he wanted the money at the time.

The Honorary Minister: That is prob-
ahly why they are introducing special legis-
lation in the Eastern States.

Hon. E. H, ANGELO: YWhy cannot we
provide special facilifies for private com-
panies to undertake this work? Let them
bhave the land that is necessary.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That has alveady been
done. A company secured a large tract of
country .

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: Because there has
heen one failure, that does not say there
wiil be more failures,

The Honorary Minister: Let private en-
terprise put uwp a propesition.

Hon, E. H, ANGELO: I lost £3,000 some
20 years ago in an attempt to grow bana-
nas at Carnarvon. 1 shall not lose this
time, and that shows that very often the
second experiment proves successful, How-
ever, I honestly think that this is an aectivity
that could he left by the State to private
enterprise. If the Government have to bor-
row money that, we are told, must be spent
on reproductive -works, why should they
spend money in this direction?

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: Let someone provide
the ecapital, and the Government will make
the land available.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Anyhow, I think
that is a suggestion to which serious atten-
tion should be given. Something has been
said about the provision of money for the

[COUNCIL.]

erection of workers’ homes on the goldfields.
One niember complained that the Workers’
Homes Board would not agree to that
vourse, and he said the Government should
advance £10,000 for that purpose.

Hon. J. Corell: Are there any workers’
llomes in Carnarvon?

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ; There is only one
in the whole of the North-West, and I am
sure the stability of the North is far more
sound than that of the goldfields, because it
iz built on a sohd foundation. ‘We must
not deceive ourselves, The present pros-
perity of the goldfields iz due solely to the
abnormal priee of gold.

Hon, R. . Moore: And we know that
the stability of the geldfields has lasted for
the past 40 years,

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: It is not so many
vears ago when houses were pulled down on
the poldfields and re-erected clsewhere,

Hon. R. (. Moore: But they were paid
for,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I was i Kalgoor-
lie three or four years age and I am not
cxageerating when I say that every third
shop in the main street was empty,

Hon. J. Cornell: You eould say that of
Subiaco two years ago.

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: Mr, R. G. Moore
appealed to the Government to provide
£10,000 to cnable workers’ homes to be
erected on the goidfields. [ was in Kal-
goorlie within the last 12 months and the
Mayor told the visitors, who were with me,
that the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council was
probably the most financial in the State.

Hon. R, G. Moore: That is probably so.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Then what is to
prevent the Ialgoorlie Municipal Couneil
embarking on a little workers' homes scheme
of their own?

Hon. J. Cornell: Only ihe Municipal
Corporations Aet!

Houn. E. H. ANGELQ: Then let goldfields
members introduce a small amending Bill.

Hon. J. Cornell: That would be for the
Government to do.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H ANGELO: Here we have a
municipal council in the most finaneial posi-
tion of all in the State at the centre of the
most prosperous industry we have, and they
heg the Government for £10,000 to enable
workers’ homes to be erected there. They
should be ashamed of themselves. If 2
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small wnending Bill be introduced, I shall
vote for it. It shoull be a payable under-
taking.

1lon. R, G. Moore: Why den’t members
of the Perth City Council erect workers’
homes here!

Hon. B, H., ANGELO: And I contend
that would be reatly private enterprise, be-
cause the municipal council represent the
ratepayers of the eity.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Does the Municipal
Corporations Act authorise such a course?

Hon. 5. 1. ANGELO: But we could in-
troduce a short amending Bill,

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: Parliament would be
very foolish to agree {o such a Bill,

Hon. E. 1{. ANGELO: I do not see why
that is so. Another item in the schedule
relates lo roads to act as feeders to the
railways. | hope the false policy of con-
structing roads parallet io the railways
has been ended for all time, and that any
future road construction will be such as
will open up the country and enable pro-
duee to be conveyed to the railways. Re-
eently T motored to Wyaleatchem and when
we reached the town we were asked which
road we had used. On heing told we had
proceeded along the road south of the line,
the Wyalcatchem resident said we should
have taken the main road oun the north side
of the line. That meant that within a guar-
ter of a mile there were two splendid roads
running parallel to the railway. The money
spent on those roads could have opened up
a large urea of country and would have
cnabled produce to be conveyed to the rail-
ways, which would certainly have heen much
beitler than making provision for traffic in
opposition to the State utility. I trust the
Chief Secretary will also explain another
item which reads:—¢‘‘Short-term advances
to mect cxpenditure pending the receipt of
revenue. £750,000.”" 1 ask the Chief See-
retary fully to explain that item, because
already two or three members have told me
they do not understand it.

Hon, H. Seddon: Siv James Mitchell ex-
plained it.

Hon. B. H. ANGELO: I would prefer the
Chief Secretary to deal with it and tell us
what it means, how the money will be re-
couped, and how it represents expenditure
that will earn income,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Tt is a reserve fund
for them to play with,
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Hon, H. Seddon: .\e¢cording to Sir James
Mitchell, no assets exist in vespect of that
expenditure.

Hon. 15. H. ANGELU: The Chicf Secre-
tary said he would give members any in-
formation they wanted, and I nsk him fully
to explain (his partienlar item,

Hon. G, W, Miles: Thiz is to finanee the
delieit.

tlon, K. 1. ANGELO: In the meantime, I
shall support the seeond reading of the Bill,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [8.27]: While listening
to the dehate, I could not help thinking
how easy it is to criticise, and how diffi-
cult te propose satisfactory alternatives.
Almost everyone who has spoken seemed
te assume that the Government did not
know lhow serious the financial position
was. They stressed the fact that the State
was driffing every year, and asserfed that
the Government were increasing loan ex-
penditure every year to such an extent that
the interest bill perforce was increasing
very rapidly. But not one member has been
nble to submit a satisfactory alternative.

Hon. C. B. Williams: But they want the
iovernment to reduce taxation.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not one
member put forward a suggestion, except
Mr. Baxter.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxster: And that was merely
a small one.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
k0. Mr. Baxter suggested it would he ad-
visable for the Government to spend loan
funds in such a way that the exports of the
country would be increased so that money
might be brought into the State. When he
was asked for a suggestion as to how it
could be done, he replied that he had one or
two proposals to advance, but the only sug-
gestion he made was that we should proceed
with the rebuilding of Caves House.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I said at the time
that it was very difficult.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That
work would cost less than £20,000, and he
claimed we would get a return of 10 per
eent.

Hon. J. Cornell: If you could double the
gold output, you would get a greater re-
turn.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
80.
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Ilon. G W. Miles: Yhat about handing
Caves House over to the chairman of the
P’arks and Gardens Bourd?

Hon, E. H. Gray: He would secure a1 re-
turn of 10 per cent.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 agree
that that would be reproductive.  While
members are so keen fto assume that the
Government are borrowing money withoui
thought of the future, they themselves are
absolutely barren of ideas. Every member
can suggest alternatives for the spending
of the money the Government propose to
raise. They elaim that this or that scheme
is not all that we conceive it to be, and that
we shonld be extraordinarily carefnl hefore
we embark upon it. References have hecn
made to the sewerage scheme, about which
there has been so mweh eriticism. I have
the idea that some members when speaking
on that project felt that the mmount to he
raised iz going to be found by the whole
of the people. As a matter of fact, eveniu-
ally the whole of the money will be found
by the people of the metropolitan area. The
seheme has this advantage, that it will be
reprodnetive, The existing sewerage scheme
in the metropolitan area provides interest
and sinking fund: indeed, the responsible
Act makes it mandatory that from year to
vear we shall receive in the form of rates
sufficient to cover interest and sinking fund.
S0 while some members may he afraid that
this amount, which is going to be spent over
three years in the metropolitan area, might
be spent more advantageously elsewhere,
they have not suggested any other wayv in
which we could spend the same amount of

money and  provide tor the same number
of men, emplovment which would be
reproduetive, 1 think 1 conld challenge

any member to wention any other scheme
that would be as satisfactory as the
sewerage scheme, from lhe point of view of
providing emplovment and at the same time
veturning interest and sinking fund.

Hon. J. Cornell: Regrading the railways
would be reproduective.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We are
spending o considerable sum, which ought
to huve been spent years ago, i the regrad-
ing of railways with the object of reducing
the cost of running. We propose to earry
on that work. When I hear country mem-
bers saying the great proportion of this Joan
expenditure is (o be spent in the metropolitan
area. | wonder whether they really mean it.

LCOUNCIL..]

Either one of two things is happening:
cither they do not know what is in the loan
schedule, or they are deliberately misrepre-
senting the position. As a matter of fact,
if we take ont the sewerage seheme from the
loan programme, we find that 80 per cent.
of the money to be expended is to he spent
ontside the metropolitan aven.  And that has
been the paosition during the last three or

four wyears: the greater percentage of
oan  moneys spent by this (Government
have heen  spent  in country  districts,

not in the metropolitan area. S0 when
menthers tiv to impress on the Government
that we should he exceedingly eareful
to see that loan moneys shall he spent on
reproductive works, it is up to themn to pro-
vide an alternative to the programme we
put forward, Mr. Hmnersley threw dvubt
on the eflicivney of the sewerage scheme,
suggesting that it we have an ocean onttfall
at South Fremantle we shall he spoiling our
heaches; that if we had o hizher tide than
we have it might be all right, but that in the
present cireumstanees, according to some-
thing he has heml from sowmebody, it is
going to be absolutely dangerous. The hon.
memher did not state his authority; e
merely said “they’” informed him of some-
thing that has veenrred somewhere else, Let
me tell the hon, wember that neither this
tovernment  nor  any  other Government
would be likely to embark on sueh a scheme
without definitely  satisfying theumselves in
regard to that scheme in all its details,

Hon. V. Tlamerslev: That s what they
told us wlhen they put the Burswood filter
beds over ns,

The HONORARY MINISTER: We are
woing to do awayv with the Burswood filter
heds,  Listening to mwemhers, one would
imagine that the sewage would be guine inte
the xea in untreated torm.  This schewme pro-
vides for an outtall at Soath Treemantle,

Hon, G W, Miles: Fventually, ot not ot
resent,

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is all
to e completed in about three vears. Then
we hive an outfall on the const for the sew-
age Prome Subiaeo.  But all this sewage is
treated hefore il reaches the coast, and T
understand from the experts there s ne
danger whatever. | suguest there is no other
scheme that would he more satisfactory in
view of our present position. I honestly he-
lieve the people of the melropolitan area
will agree that the Government are doing
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the right thing in initiating the =ewerage
scheme at this time.

Hon. G. W. Miles: IIave vou any in-
formation about sewage farms!?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, a
lot of information about sewage farms clse-
where, but I do not propose to give that in-
formation. If the hon. member wants it, he
ean have it privately. Generally speaking,
the information the Government have is
that sewage farms have resulted in loss,

Hon. l.. Craig: And will inenr greater
losses still.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: That is
s0. One member sugzesied we should
cut onr coat according to our cloth. 1 should
like to ask him just where he would have us
start to cut. He can make suggestions as to
alternative works to be carried out with the
money to he raised, but he made no sugres-
tion as to what we should do if we did not
raise the noney here provided for.

Hon. W, J. Mann: You are in the Cnbinet
to make suggestions.

The HONORARY MINISTER: And we
believe we are doing a useful job. In this
regard I say to the eritics of the Govem-
ment that if they think there is some alterna-
tive that would better serve the interests of
the State, by all means let them make those
suggestions. The position is difficult enough,
and in view of the faet that it is necessary
tor the Government to make provision for
the employment of thousands of men, natur-
ally we have to take into eonsideration those
works which will provide for the employ-
ment of men; in other words, where the
oreater proportion of the money to he spent
is to be spenf in wages vather than in
material. If members will examine thig loan
programme from that point of view, they
will find that the Government are doing as
well as, it not better than, would be possible
under any other scheme. I rose only to point
out that members were prone to criticise
the Government without any regard to what
the alternative should be. When we think of
the nmnber of men who have been provided
with relief work for the Iast 12 or 18
months, and remember that that work is
gradually coming to an end and there is
necessity to find new works for the employ-
ment of thousands of men; then if members
are at all sericus in their eriticism they must
agree that this proposal of the Government
is in the Dest interests of the State. 1 know
that although our proposals ave being eriti-
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cised, the Bill will he agreed to. [ also know
that whilst some members have asked for the
fullest information on the various items in
the schedule, they just want to know the
facts of the case; they arve not asking for
information with the idea of wnduly eritieis-
ing any preposal, and [ am sure the Chief
Secretary will be only too plensed to supply
all the information he can. This Govern-
ment ave fully aware of the financial posi-
tion we are in.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is why you are
giving back a large sum to mewmbers orf ar-
liament.

The 1HONUORARY JMINISTER: We
reaiise that we are still passing through a
very serious period, that we are not entirely
vut of the wood, that the position is not as
bright as we should like to see it, and that
it is essentiol that this money should be
raisedd for the purpeses set out in the
schedule,  Otherwise, the Bill would not
have heen brought down,

On motion by Hon. .J. Nicholson, debate
adjourned.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 22nd November.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (Euast) [5.42]: This
Bill and the Financial Emergeney Tax Bill
are so interwoven that it is not possible to
address oneself to the one without connect-
ing up with the other. I purposely refrained
Trom speaking on the tax Bill, preferring to
leave my remarks until we reached this
assessiment measure.  Although the Bill is
enacted yearly, it is fast becoming one of
our permanent pieces of legislation, This
was brought in as a temporary mea-ure by
the Mitehell Government, having heen foreed
on them by the Loan Couneil, for a tax en
the basis of 414d. all round. Previous to
the tea adjournment, I was astonished to
find that a challenge had again been given
this seszion by the Minister in charge of the
Bill—of course directed by the Government
—that this House could not amend the tax
Bill. This, of course, refers to the nssess-
ment measure as well. It is interestine to
note what is going to he the value of this
House if this system is to continue and
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probably extend. 1 say io the members ol
this Chamber il is advisuble that when new
taxation is placed on the statute-book, this
House should retain control over it. More
especially does that apply to a tax of a
new nature, This Bill is one where we
should retain eontrol. As a mafter of faet,
the Government have not vet sought to make
it & permanent measure. VWhen the Mitchell
@overnment placed the original measure be-
fore Parliament, il was subjected to the
strongest and most bitter opposition of any
menasure that I handled on behalf of that
Government. That was the experience in
both Houses. Eventually it was passed, buf
not before cvery possible obstruchion had

been placed in the way by those who .

were then in opposition and who now
occupy the Treasury henches. One would
have thought after their strong and bitter
opposition at the time and their assurance
that that legislation would not be continued’
if they were refurned fo power

Hon, W, J. Mann: Did they submit any
alternative scheme?

Hon. ¢. F. BAXTER: Their alternative

T A S
Hon, F. H. Grav: You would not listen
to it.

Flon. C. 7. BANTER: Their alternative
wns to throw the whole responsibility of
finding the monrey on one section of the
eommunity whieh was nlready earrying prac-
tieally the whole of the taxation.

Hon, J. Cornell: The alternative was to
exempt the basie wage earner in the metro-
politan area and tax the basic wage earner
on the goldfields.

Hon. C. I'. BAXTER: That is the posi-
tion under this Bill. Strong langnage was
used in eondemnation of the Bill introduced
by the Mitchell Government. It was said of
that Bill, “The vicious prineiple of the end
justifying the means is strongly exemplified
in this measure.t Another statement was,
“The Bill is in effect a confession of in-
competent administration hy the Mitehell
Government.”

Hon. €. B. Williams: Who said that?

Hon. C. . BAXTER: A representative
of the present Government. Yet the Govern-
ment have seen fit to double the tax.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Has the chap who
made those statements apologised vet?

Hon., C. F. BAXTER: Within 12
months of those strong statements hav-

[COUNCIL.]

ing been nade, a1 measure was submitted
fo Parlinment nol to continue the flat-rate

fax ot 4%d. in the pound of sul-
ary, which  had  been  chavactevised as
vicious, preswmnably because introdneed

Ly abother Government, but Lo increase the
tax from 4d. to 9d. in the pound. Appar-
ently what was an iniquity when done by
the Mitehell Government was a virtue when
done by those who now occupy the Treasury
benches.  Notwithstanding their previous
opposition to legislation of this kind, they
doubled the rate of tax.

Hon, CG. Fraser: Their opposition was te
taxing a man getting a conple of pounds a
weck.

Hon, C. ¥, BAXTER: No, their opposi-
tion wns directed to the Bill as a whole. I
admit that members who support Lhe pre-
sent Governmwent afterwards moved amend-
ments. I eould quote many more of the
expressions used in condemnation of the
original Bill. The introduetion of the orig-
inal legislation was foreed upon the Mit-
chell Covernment by the Loan Couneil.
They were told they had to reduece the de-
ligit hy £400,000, though it was expeeted
that only £200,000 would be raised by the
emergency tax. Notwithstanding that, the
defieit limit in that vear was exceeded by
only £100.000. When the present Govern-
ment took office, the finances of the State
had begon to improve. Revenue from vari-
olus sources was increasing, and though the
Mitchell Ciovernment received loan moneys
in 1932-53 totalling £1,955,000, in the fol-
lowing vear the present Clovernmeni wera
vranted £2,670,000. This tax was impose
as a temporary measure. We were deber-
mined thal it would not he re-enaeted,
thongh 1t is diflicnlt to say what substitute
rould have been fonnd for it. The present
Government, however, reeceived £750,000 by
way of loan fuands more than the Mitchell
Government reccived, and yet they saw fii
tn inerease the tax, and tald this Chamber
that they mnst have the whole amount or
nothing. Tt is time this House made a stanit
and let the Government know that we shall
have something to say on that seore.

Hon. J. Cornell: Give them nothing.

Hon, C.-F. BAXTER: Give them pothing.
T cannot believe the Government would be
so foolish as to attempt to maintain sueh
an attitnde, notwithstanding their threat.
Tf they do stand to it, this Flonse should
ingisf on its rights,
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Hon. C. B. Williams: XNothing like a
serap.

Hon. E, H. Gray: Has been there a cauens
meeting?

Hon, . ¥. BAXTER: When the Bill of
last vear was before us we were told that
the amount it would produce was £335,000.
I could not reconcile the figuves, and I
stated when [ proposed my amendments
for a tax ranging from 2d. to 7d. that the
proceeds of the tax ranging from 4d. to 9d.
in the pound would be something like
£500,000, 1 was told that 1 waz a fool; my
estimate was ridieuled.

The Honorary Minister: Who told you
that?

Houn. U. IY, BAXTER: Not the Honorary
Minister; I give him that much eredit. 1t
was zomehody higher placed than the Hon-
orary Minister. I was told thai the tax
would not produee more than £385,000.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In fact you were re-
garded as an optimist.

Hon., C. ¥. BAXTER: I was not over-
optimistie, as the results showed, because
the Government will receive £500,000.

The Honorary Minister: Not £300,000,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, that is what
the tax will vield. As a matter of equity 1
was prepared to assist the (iovernment to
raise the amount they required, but I de-
sired that the balance should be left in the
hands of privale enterprise. Money in the
hands of private enterprise is far more use-
ful than in the hands of the Government.
Every pound taken from private enterprise
to swell the revenue of the Government is
a pound less to carry on the industries of
the Siate. When speaking on the Loan
Bill I wmenlioned the indebtedness of the
State. That is bad enongh, but we are fast
reaching the position when all will become
eivil servants. \We have an enormous num-
ber of civil servants employed as sneh, and
to that mumber must be added the men em-
ployed on day labour. Then a large number
of men will presently be emploved on sewer-
age work, unless the Government intend to
earry out the work by contract. Perhaps
the Honorary Minister can tell us whether
that work will be done by contract.

Hon. E. H. Grav: You did not do it by
econtract.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: We were ahle to
let contractz at that time. I can under-
stand Mr. Gray’s interjecting because
the sewerawe work will help his dis-

o

trict a good deal.  We should take =a
serious view of the Government’s threat and
realize that this House is part and pareel
of the legislature of the State. If we are
woing to allow this House to be ruled by
the Government perhaps it would be better
to adopt the svstem of a single Chamber,
but 1 du not think 1bat the political leaders
of the Labour Party honestly approve ot
that. As members of the Counecil we should
act aecording to our judgment, and no Gov-
ermnent should be able to influence us with
threats of any kind. If anyone wants me
to fight, the best way is to threaten me,
und the same applies to the average man.
I'ew men will sit down under a threat,

Lon. J. Cornell: If the voting here were
on strict party lines, the Government would
never get any measure through.

Hou. C. F. BAXTER: I am not one to be
blutled by the threats of the Government.
Memnbers should vote aceording to their con-
seience.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think the decisions
of this House from time to time show that
mewbers do vote according to their con-
seience,

The Honorary Minister: Sometimes.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: One may accepi
that rejoinder from the Honorary Mims.
ter beeanse he does not think as do a major-
ity of the members of this House. The ma-
Jority must prevail, and the Minister, heing
in the minority, would be quite wrong in lis
assumptions. The amendments proposed by
the Bill are designed to exempt the basis
woge earner frow contributing anything
under this measure. The particnlar class
who will be exempted contribute practically
nothing at all to the taxation of the State
though they enjoyv all the privileges of citi-
zens of the State. This emergency tax was
not imposed for the relief of unemploy
ment. It was imposed at the bebest of the
Loan Council in order to reduce the deficit

Hon. G. W, Miles: And it was brought ir
0 vear too late.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not agre
with that. It is a pernicious sort of tax
and I consider it a pity that it was eve
introduced. However, it is apparently witl
us to staw.

Hon, J. Comell: Like a poor relation, i
is bard to ret rid of.

Hon. . F. BAXTER: That applies t«
any tax. That iz why T wish to impres
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on the House, as I did when the Gold Min-
ing Prolits Tax Bill was under discussion,
not to lose control of taxation measures.
The House lost eontrol of the other measnre,
and it bas becowe a permanent statute.
There are various rensons why we shonld
not lose control of taxation measures. 'he
main reason is to eusure sound administra-
tion of the finances. If the Bill is agreed
to in its present form, those people on the
hasia wage will he exempt from making any
contribution.

Hon. H. Seddon:
zoldfielde.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is a differen-
tiation whieh should not be made. Basie
wage workers in the metropolitan area will
noet pay.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They cannot afford to
pay.

M fon. C. F. BAXTER: They could easily
afford to pay this small amount.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are paying it
now.

Ton. C. F. BAXTER: If it comes to a
question of affording it, I do not know of
any section who can afford to pay it. 1t
is 2 hard tax to impose upon anybody. That
is why I wish to amend it and reduee it
though at the same time giving the Gov-
ornment plenty of money, They will have
¢lose on four million pounds of loan money

ixcept fthose on the

this vear as well as increased revenue
from public utilities, compared with
what wns reeeived in previous years.

Those are the reasons for my amendments.
The basic wage earner is entitled to contri-
bute to this tax equally with any other sec-
tion of the community. Every section of
the eommunity has had and is having a very
bad time. In point of fact, the persons in
the best position, not only here or only in
Australia, but throughout the world. are
persons on salaries and wages.  They
are in a happy position as compared with
others in the community who have scen
assets built up during a lifetime disappear-
ing fast. Private enterprise, in co-opera-
tion with the Government, has done good
service. (overnment expenditure yields no
oreat henefit, but private enterprise has in-
creased employment vastly.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is due to confi-
dence in the Government.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Oh, confidence in
the Government! Tt is easy to satizfy the

[COUNCIL.]

politieal conscience of Mr. Gray. I do hope
the House will agree to my amendments in
the Bill, thus ensuring that each section of
the community, down to the section on £3
10, per week, shall contribute to this tax,
which unfortunately is necessary. I hope
also that thig is the iast session of Parlia-
ment which will he called upen to impose
the fax, and that the end of 1935 will see
the end of this tax, which members of the
party now in power have previously des-
seribed as vicious in prineiple.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Mctropolitan)
[9.2]: I oppose the second reading of the
Bill. 1f the second reading is earried, I
shall support the amendments foreshadowed
by Mr. Baxter. My main veason for oppos-
ing the measure is that I am against the in-
ereased exemption that is proposed. I lbe-
lieve that by voting against the Bill I shall
nsgist the Government. Under the Finan-
cial Emergency Tax Bill the Government
propose increases which will probably
amount to about £00,000. It is likely that
I shall support that measure when it comes
before the Chamber. By defeating the pre-
sent Bill we shall help the Government to
save many thousands of pounds, possibly
as much as £60,000. I wish especially to
defeat the increase of the exemption trow
£3 10s. to £3 12s,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. W.
. Kitson—West—in reply} [9.3]: I do
not think I am ealled upon te say very mueh
in reply, but T certainly cannot let Mr.
Baxter’s remarks pass withont some com-
ment.  The hon. member has admitted that
when the supporters of the present Gov-
ernment were in Opposition, they describel
the Mitchell measure as being a vicious
method of taxation. That is perfectly true;
that language was used. However, it was
not used in regard to a measure such as the
one hefore ns, but was used in connection

with 2 taxing measure which provided
for the taxation of the people on a
flat  vate, with very few exemptions
indeed. Weo did not say, as the hon.
member suggests we said, that if we

were Teturned to power we would not re-
enact the financial emergeney legislation;
but we did say that we would not re-enact
it in the same form. There is a world of
difference hetween that and the statement of
the hon. member,
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Hon. C. I, Baxter: 1 heard it detinitely
stated.

The IIONORARY JMINISTER: 1L was
said Trem every platform  throughout the
cotblry that we would not re-cnact the
tinancial emergency legizlation in the same
form s it then existed, We went further
and saud that we would endeavour, as far as
it wasz humanly possible for us {o do so,
to exempt those who were earning the basic
wage or less. Al we have endeavoured to
do iz Lo give effect to our promise made on
that oceasion,

Hon, J. Cornell: You are only half doing
it. Why do veu not excupt the goldfields?

The HONORARY MINISTER: We have
gone as Lur as it is practicable for us to
It is not often that Govermments find
themselves in the position of turning down
propusals which will mean increased rev-
enue, 1t is quite possible thar Mr, Baxter's
amendments might lead to an nerease in the
amonnt of money to he received from the
tax. 1 do not know just how many men
would be affected by those amendienes. 1
do not think anvbuly can say definitely, but
from =peh information as T can secure
it appears that thousamizs would Dbe
affected, ineluding men receiving less
than fhe basic wage to-day, receiving
between £3  10s. and the Dbasie wage.
We have never at any time, at any rate te
my knowledge, sald that we would nof re-
enaet the linancial emergency  legislation
but we did, as 1 have said, pive cortain
undertakings with vegard to the type or in-
eidence of the taxation that we wonld enact,
Oune of the frst things the Govermnent did
in connection witl finaneial emergeney legis-
Jation was to alter the incidence of the flar
rate of 1%d. in the pound to a graduated
tax ranging from 4d. to 9. Some members
mav hold different views from the Govern-
ment regarding the higher vates of taxation
to he imposed on higher inconmes. hut we
eonsidered that the gradnated tax we putf
forward was fair and equitable. We pro-
videsd an exemption for married men up io
£3 105, per week, We did that because
£3 10=. covered the men at that time on the
basic wage, with the exception of men on
the bhasic wage in the goldfields areas. Most
of the goldfields members have criticised the
Bill—not all from the same point of view,
but fram bwa points of view. One is that
we should exempt the hasie-wage earner on
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the goldtields. The other is that we should
not exempt the basic-wage earner in the
wetvopolitan aren, but that all pasic-wage
enrners should he taxed. I think that is a
fair statement of the iwo points of view.
Mr, Seddon has been eonsistent for vears in
hi= advoceaey that every person, no matier
how small his income, should pay svme tax-
ation.  We lLave =nid we propose to exempt
Uwse who are carning the bazie wage or less.
As a reault we have infroduced legislation
which las been on the statute-book for at
least 12 months, and we come before this
Chawber now und say that we ave adopting
the same prineiple this year as we adopted
last veur, hut that as the basie woge has
been increased to £3 11s. per week we are
providing an exemption of £3 123, For the
infornation of woldfields members I mmay
say that we have explored the position from
every point of view with the idea of giving
ralief to basic-wuge carners on the gold-
fields.  Untortunately, however, we find that
we are up against o Constitutional problem,
Hon. J. Cornell: What is that?

The HONORARY MINISTER : The Con-
stitutional trouble is that we cannot differ-
entiate between distriets in a taxing measure.

Hon. J. Corneli: Yon can start at £4 Zs
per week.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Of
course we ean, but just imagine what that
wonld mean.  If we staet at &4 25 per
woek, it means that we shall exempt a
much larger nuber ol people in the metro-
politan arew, that ihe amount of revenue
received from the tax will be reduced heav-
ily. and that the goldfields people will not
be any better off than they are to-day as
compared with workers in the metropolitan
area.  That would be the exact position. If
we agree to an exemption of £4 2s. per
week—which is the hasic wange on the fields—
it will mean that every worker in the metro-
pditan areax receiving a wage over the
basic wage, hetween €3 11s. and £4 25., will
be exempt from the tax. We say we can-
not afford to de that.

Ion. J. Cornell: You exempt the mar-
ried mman hecanse of his low purchasing
ability,

The HONORARY MINIETER: That is
not the reason. T tell the hon. member that
weg have explored the position with a view
to giving relief, if possible, to basic-wage
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earners on the goldfields, who after all are
not a very large number.

Hon. J. Cornell: Where?
fields?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.
They are not a very large number. The
same difficulty applies there as in the metro-
polifan area. 1t is not possible to state
the number even approximately, but com-
paratively speaking it is small. If we could
lind ways and means of doing what Mr.
Cornell has advocated I assure the hon.
member we would do it. But unfortunately
we find that it cannot be done, and becanse
of that faect we have had to say that in
view of all the cireumstances the exemption
on this oceasion must be £3 12s.

Hon, J. Cornell: Could not you put 1more
on the big chap?

The HONORARY MINISTER: We
might be able to do that but I do not know
that the House would he prepared to agree
to it.

Hon. J. Cornell: Try it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
Baxter adopted the same argument that Mr.
Seddon so consistently put forward, namely,
that everybody thould pay. The amount of
money we estimate to receive from this tax
has heen taken into account in the framing
of the Budget. When the hon, member
speaks about threats that have been issued,
I assure bim that I made no statements in
the form of threats; I simply set out the
policy of the Government.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I was not speaking
of you, but of the Government,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member can call it what he likes; I simply
stated the position of the Government and,
being in charge of the measure, T cannot
accept the amendment which has been sug-
gested, and it is Just as well for me to tell
memhers where we stand.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is not to say yon
will not acecept it later on.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 shall
not aecept it later on. Mr. Baxter also com-
plained ahout the bitter opposition we ex-
tended to his Bill. Members in this House
will agree that our opposition wag parti-
cularly centred on the incidence of the tax.
We agreed it was necessary that there
should he increazed taxation to meet the
position the Government had to face.

On the gold-

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, C. I. Baxter: Your speeches do
not read that way.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 sug-
gest the lon. member should read them
again.

Hon. C. I". Baxter: There is no need to
read them again, I can remember them.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Then
we have another point of view. 1t has been
expressed by one member, who commenced
his remarks by saying that the Bill provided
an interesting example of the way in which
the policy has bad the effect of demoralis-
ing the sense of civic responsibility in the
community.

Hon. . Seddon: That is right.

The HONORARY MINISTER; 1t sounds
very well.

Hen, H, Seddon: It is quite right, too.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In addi-
tion, he deseribed it as class legislation and
had quite a lot to say about it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And he said it very
well.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
not a fair charge to level against the people
of this State. I canmot agree with the hon.
member, and I shall have to make the same
reply to him that I made to other mem-
bers, that when the Government make a
promise with regard to legislation, and par-
ficularly with regard to taxation measures,
we endeavour o put the promise into effect.
We have done so in the past and we are
doing so on this oecasion,

Hon, J. Cornell : Promises in the abstraet.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Our
promises have been those we have been able
to put into operation, and we intend to put
them into operation again provided this
House is agreeable, Mr, Seddon, in sup-
port of his argument, talked about the in-
comes of the people of the State, and he
said it was difficult to arrive at the total
amount of income of the people as a whole,
He added that he had endeavoured, by vir-
tue of certain returns furnished by the
Commissioner of Taxation, to arrive at what
would be the approximate amount. T sug-
gest to the hon. member that the way in
which he endeavoured to arrive at the ap-
proximate income of the people was quite
wrong. He took the hospital tax receipts
from the Commissioner’s returns and he
added, ‘‘If you take the amount which ap-
pears there and multiply it hy 80, that will
give you a fair indication.” T wonld like
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te ask the hon. member why he muliiplied
it by 80. It all the hon. member’s fignres
are s relitable as those which he quoted on
that ocension, we should all soon be astray.

Hon, 1L, Seddon: Will vou tell me where
they were wrong?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
there ave move than eighty 11.d. in the
pound.  Thus the hon, member was speak-
ing without his book.

Hon. 1L, Seddon: Yes, you are gquite cor-
reet. I made a mistake all right.

The TIONORARY MINISTER: The hen.
member should have multiplied the fizures
not by 80 hat by 160, T am merely drawing
attention to the laet that if it is possible
for him to make a mistake in that way, it
should be reasonable for us to doubt hiy
other figures. I have already indicated that
we are desirous of increasing the exemption
from £3 10 to €3 12z per week, and that
the other amendments in the Bill will have
the effect merely of tightoning up the Act
whereby the people who ave entitled o pav
more than they have heen paying will be
ealled upon to do so. That is all T have to
say, I understand that theve is likely to
he strong oppesition to certain features in
the Bill, but T hope the House will not re-
jeet it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commillee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair: the Honor-
ary Minister in eharge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2— Amendment of Section 6:

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
ment—
That paragraph (a) be struck out.

The basic wage was under £3 10s. when the
Act was amended last session. It is now
intended to incrvease the ratio to £3 12s, se
that all those under the basic wage will be
exempt from paying any tax. Rvery see-
tion of the community should contribute,
and I consider that the Aet should remain
as it is at the present time, on the £3 10s,
basis.

The CHAIRMAXN: Mr. R. (i, Moore has
an amendment on the Notice Paper which
should be considered before that of Mr.
Baxter, since he proposes to delete para-
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graphs (a) and (b} and substitute another
in the place of (d). 1f Mr. Baxter’s
amendment iz carried, the eclause will be
nmeaningless.

on. C. ¥, Baxter: Tor the time being [
will withdraw wy amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Hon. R. G. MOUORE: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That paragraphs (a) and {b) be struck out
and the following inserted in liew:—'‘by de-
leting the whole of paragraph (d) and substi-
tuting the following:—

{d) in respect of salary and/or wages
and/or income in an amount or amounts which
does not or <o not in the aggregate exceed the
fixed rate of the basic wage in the particular
distriet where suck persong reside, and who
prove to the satisfaction of the Commissioner
that they are regularly maintaining or con-
tributing to the maintenance of one er more
members of their family who is or are resident
and domiciled in Western Ausiralia,’ 77

AMr. Baxter's amendment tevely provides
for the retention of the provisions of the
Act as they now stand. ALy object is to en-
sure that all persons who are maintaining
dependants domiciled in Western Australia
and who have not earned more than the
basie wage shall be exempt from the tax,
and shail also be exempt from any Ructua-
tivns in the basie wage. This will only affeet
permanent residents in the districts outside
the metropolitan area in whieh they are
dwelling. If any of those people have not
earned the hasic wage and have paid the
tax as they have collected their earnings,
they ought to be able to get a refund at the
end of the year.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member’s
amendment does not allow of rebates being
made at the end of the year. The effect of
it would be to defeat the object of the Gov-
ernment, and to provide no starting point
at which the tax would be imposed. NMr.
Baxter’s amendment, on the other hand,
would leave the present starting point as it
is, but would defeat the object of the Gov-
ernment to inerease the exemption to £3 12s.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: What 1 really
wanted was to leave the clause as it was,
but to add a provision to the effeet that any
person who could prove to the satisfaction
of the commissiener that he had not earned
the basic wage in any district in which he
was working should not pay the tux. That
which appears on the Notice Paper, how-
ver, is the result of the interpretation placed
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upon my amendmeut by the Parliamentary
Draftsman.

The CHAIRMAN: Then the hon. mem-
ber is not achieving the object he had in
view. 1f he desires to serure a further ex-
emption, he =<hould move an amendment to
ths clause.

Hon. R. G, Moore: That was my objeet,
but, in the ecircumstances, T ask leave to
withdraw the amendment.

Amendment, hy leave, withdrawn.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T do not propase
further to discuss the elause, which T
oppose. T have already indicated wiy it
rhould be deleted.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: 1 desire fo explain
why I shall vote against the clanse. The
Honorary Minister told us definitely that
the Government ecould not afford to exempt
goldfields workers who are in rveceipt of the
basic wage. That means that the Govern-
ment exempt workers in the metropoiitan
area who reeeive the basie wage fixed for
that part of the State, but do not aceord
the basic wage workers on the goldficlds the
same freafment. T think that differential
treatment is wrong. Seciug that the Gov-
ernment propose something that is unjust
and inequitable, it would be doing them a
kindness to veote against the clause. If we
do not adopt that course, | am afraid that
there will he such a howl from the workers
on the goidfietds that the members who now
vepresent eonstituencies in that parvt of the
State will not be returned.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You want to save their
seats for them?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Yes. [ was a
member of the Legislative Assembly when
the financial emergency tax was first intro-
duced, and the view held by the majority of
the members of that Chamber, and hy some
who sat on the Opposition side of the House,
was fhat everyone should contribute a little
towards the cost of administering the State
during the time of stress. When we reach
normal conditions, the emergeney tax will
he dropped, and the ordinary income tax
arrangements will again prevail.

Hon. C. B. WILLLIAMS: 1 protest
against the clavse, It will not affect the
workers in the mining industry because they
do not receive the basic wage. 1 am not so
much coneerned about them as I am about

[COUNCIL.)

the Government, becanse of the upronr that
will result from the exemption of workers
who are living in wuch better eivenmstances
sl surroundings than the men on the gold-
fields ik in isointed places.

Hou, (. FRASER: | support the elanse.
Al it means is that the Government ask
members to agree to do what they did 12
months ago, and exempt the warker who re-
veives the basic wage.

Hon. €, B. Williams: In one part of the
State only.

Tlon. G FRASER: That was agreed {o
Tast year, and members are asked to endorse
their earlier decision,

The HONONARY MINISTER: 1n view
of the statements made by My, Angelo, I
must repeat what 1 said before. The Gov-
ernment would like to exempt workers on
the goldfields who are not earning more than
the goldfields basic wage, hut we arve advised
by our legal authorities that, owing to a
Coustitutional diflienlty, we eannot do so.

Hon. K. . Angelo: Then amend the law.

The MONORARY MINISTER: We ean-
not do w0 unless we are prepared o exempt
everyone who receives wages up to that
amount.

Hon, K, H. Angelo: We should not do
eomething for one section and not for the
other.

The HONORARY MINISTER : It ix use-
less talking like that. If we excpted the
eoldficlds workers, it would mean that every
man in the metropolitan area who earns up
fo £ 2s. a week, which 15 11s. more than
the metropolitan basic wage, woukl also be
exempt. The men in the metropelitan area
in that position would, compared with the
uumber of workers on the goldfields who are
in receipt of the hasic wage there, hear o
proportion of probably 100 to one,

Hon. .J. Niebolson:
difticult position.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: We are
The Government gave a promise that they
ave endeavouring to honour. If we accepted
Mr. Baxter's proposal it would mean in-
creaswd revenue by thousands of pounds.
The Government realise the position but
have not been able to find a way out of the
Constitutional difficulty.

Hon, R. G. MOORE: 1 will move iv re-
commit the Bill to-morrow, hecause 1 think
[ e¢an provide o way out the diifliculty.

You ave in a very
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Clause put and a division taken with the
tollowing result :—

Aves v. .. .. T
Noes . .. . .. 13
Majority against .. .. 6
AYES.
lion. A, M. Clydesdale Hon, W. H. Klison
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, R. G. Moore
Hon. . Fraser Hon. T. Moore
Hon. E. H. Gray [ WA
NoEs. ~
Hon, E, H. Angslo Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. C, F. Baxter Hon. J. Nichalson
Hon. L. B. Boltott Hon. M. V. Piesse
Hon. L. Craig Han, H. Seddon
Hon. C. G. Ellioit FHan, C. H. Wittenoom
Ton, V. Hamersley Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon. W_J. Maonp L1 eflery
PaIr:
No.

AYFE.
Hon. C. B. Wilhams Hon, J. J. Holmeas

Clause fthus negatived.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 9:

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph (a} be struck out,

This is consequential on the striking out of
Clause 2.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : T sugwest to Mr.
Baxter that he strikes out also “as follows”
nt the end of line 3 of the clause,

The CHATRMAN: Tf Alr. Baxfer's
anmendment be earvied, the corrveetion pro-
poseit by Mr. Nicholson will have to be made
by ihe clerk.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. R. G. MOORFE: T have an nmend-
ment to move, but I understand the Bilt iz
to he recommitted to-morrow,

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause d4—agreed to.
Title:

The HONORARY JMINTSTER:
an amendment—

I move
That the words ‘“four and?’ be deleted from
the Title.

Amendment put and passed: the Title, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and an

amendiment to the Title,

Honze adjourned at 10.13 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3¢
p.m, and read prayers,

QUESTIOCN—JUDICIARY,
Appeals and Retiring

Alr. HAWKE asked the Mintster for Jus-
tice; 1, How many cases were decided on
appeal from the Supreme Court of Weslern
Australin by the High Court of Australia
during itz reeent visit to this Btate? 2,
What were the results of the various ap-

Ages.

peals? 3, 1= there a retiring age for stipen-
diarvy imngistrates in thiz State? 4, What

ave the respecrive ages of the stipendiary
nngi=lrates in this State? 5, Is theve a ve-
tiving age for judges n this State? €, Ts
there a retiving age for judges in the other
States? 7, What are the respective ages of
the present oeeupants of the Supreme Court
Benel in this State?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replicd:
L, Five. 2, In four of the eases the de-
cisions of the Sapreme Court were reversed.
Tn one case, which was a motion for leave
ta appeal, the motion was dismissed. 3,

Yes. 70 years, 4, One 66 vears; onc G4:
one 63: one 62; two 99; enc 57; one 50:
ane 43; one 38. 5, No, but the President of

the Arbitration Court, who holds office under
similar ronditions to the judges, retires st
70 vears. G, Yes, New South Wales, 70
vears; Queenzland, 70 wears. 7, Two 6%
vears: one 5% vears.

BILL—BUILDERS® REGISTRATION.

Reail a third time and transmitted io the
Couneil,

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 22nd November. Mr.
Sleeman in  the Chair: the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.



